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RECONNECTION 
By Nancy Pratt 
 
Per the calendar, March 20th was the first day of spring. It couldn’t come soon enough.  
 
DMVR’s local Solo season kicked off on March 30th at Saylorville Lake. Good news – 
our Solo Events Director, John Jacobs has again secured some great Solo sites, 
including the June 8th event at the Iowa Speedway. I’m sure this event will be well 
attended.  
 
There have been a few changes to the MiDiv club racing schedule. The Mid-South 
Region has canceled the Double Regional on June 28-29 at the Nashville Speedway 
due to a track scheduling conflict. The Nebraska Region has moved their Double 
Regional at Hastings to the following weekend of July 26-27. And the St. Louis Region 
has added some PDX stand-alone events to their schedule. Check out the updated 
version of the race schedule on the MiDiv website at www.midiv.org.  
Anyone planning on going to the Divisional Solo on Memorial Day weekend, note that 
St. Louis has added a PDX day on the road course the day before.   
 
The 50th Anniversary committee needs your help! We would like contact as many 
previous DMVR members as possible to let them know about the celebration in 
December. If you have names, addresses and/or email addresses, please send me the 
information at nlpratt@netscape.com for the committee to send them the information. 
It would be great to see as many current and past DMVR members attend the social 
gathering and banquet this December. 
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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

First Tuesday of the month,  
7:30 p.m. 

at Noah’s Ark Restaurant,  
2400 Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines 

 

BOARD MEETINGS 
Third Tuesday of the month, 

 7:00 p.m. 
Iowa Machine Shed Restaurant 
11151 Hickman Rd., Urbandale   

 
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME! 

 

 

GET INVOLVED! 
 
Check out the calendar of events locally and around MIDIV. 
Participate in events, volunteer & enjoy the opportunities.  
 

·  Event Chairs are needed for local Solo events 
·  DMVR is looking for Newsletter design / layout assistance 
·  Sign-up currently under way for Race Officials for our MVRG 

club racing evnts @ MAM 
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A Gentleman Racer Wins  
The Race of Life 
HARVEY WEST (1935-2008) 
From Norm Nelson and Sharon West 
 
Harvey West spent a lifetime working on his dash – the time 
between his birth in 1935 and his final checkers on February 26, 
2008. Everyone who loved him, knew him, worked with him or 
raced with him will agree on this: Harvey was a true 
gentleman… both on and off the race track.  
 
Even more the point, Harv, as everyone knew him, was the 
quintessential SCCA amateur racer. A 46-year member, he 
raced for 30 of those years, started more than 300 races, won a 
number of regional championships, was twice voted Land 
O’Lakes Region Driver of the Year and was invited to the 
SCCA National Championships 17 times. He also had a brief 
professional run in the IMSA Firestone Firehawk series, which 
included co-driving a race with actor Bobby Carradine.  
 
Harv had a meek spirit in a biblical sense, antithetical to the 
common perception of the word. Harv was not a spineless 
wimp. The Greek word Praus is a better definition. It means 
“strength under power,” much like a horse under the reins of its 
rider. Fittingly, Harv’s favorite mount was a Mustang.  
 
American Sedan driver Kristian Smith recalls an “After you 
Alphonse” encounter illustrating Harvey’s demeanor. “My very 
first Runoffs at Mid Ohio, Harvey and I were fighting to GIVE 
each other the line and I ran into the back of his car in turn one. 
I know… pure genius on my part. He saluted my effort with a 
hearty finger out the window in my direction. After the session I 
went out to find the guy in the Black Mustang and found him 
changing out of his suit. When I told him I was the guy who 
plowed into him, he got a big grin on his face and said, ‘Hey, I 
was just talking about you.’ Then he shook my hand and said 
what a stand up thing it was for me to come over and talk with 
him. I will forever remember that exchange. He was mad as hell 
on the track, but a true gentleman in the pits.”  
 
Harv was a communications professional by day. Amazingly, 
the retired Owatonna Tool Company communications manager 
took the time on the penultimate lap of his life to reflect on it. 
This was read at his memorial service:  
 
“Some of you might be wondering why this service is being 
held here (at a mortuary) instead of in a church. You might be 
thinking, “Didn’t Harv believe in God?”… Was he an atheist? If 
so, why did he have a hymn sung at his service?  
 
Surprisingly, I had a very strong faith, but it was always a 
highly personal thing with me. I believe that how you live is 
what counts, not how often you attend organized church 
services or how many hymns you sing. To me, the bottom line is 
how you treat other people. I hope that I’ve done a decent job of 
that, but that’s for those who knew me to decide.   
 
After the shock of being told I had just a few months to a year to 
live, I felt typical resentment. “God, why me? Aren’t there 

worse people around who 
deserve to suffer more than I 
do?” I think feeling sorry for 
yourself is possibly a common 
response.  
 

However, the outpouring of love and compassion from the few 
people I told initially made me realize that even the worst 
outcomes can have a positive side.  
 
I tried to focus on things like these: 
 

·  I was lucky enough to be born in the greatest country in the 
world, and to serve it in a very modest way.  If there were a 
casket here, it would be draped with our flag. Not because I 
served in the peacetime Army, but to honor those who gave 
their lives so I could live in freedom.  

 

·  I was raised by loving parents who taught me right from 
wrong, and set personal examples of integrity that I can only 
hope I emulated.  

 

·  I was lucky enough to find a lovely, talented and remarkable 
girl to spend my happiest years with, on a honeymoon that 
never ended. I viewed her endless and unselfish efforts to 
contribute to our community in many ways with a great deal 
of pride. She showed the same unselfish dedication in 
supporting my car racing hobby. She was the only love of 
my life and my best friend. I hope she finds happiness in the 
future. I pray she lives a long life, but look forward to her 
rejoining me one day.  

 

·  I had a long and rewarding career. I was blessed with a staff 
of talented and dedicated people who made me look good. I 
had a number of memorable personal relationships in my 
professional life, both within and outside of the company.  

 

·  I had, in sports car racing, a long and enjoyable career in a 
highly demanding sport. I met many friends and fellow 
competitors, the relationships with whom I treasure. I had 
other friends who labored over my car and shared my 
success… my mechanical skills were very limited. My 
hobby is partly to blame for the fact that I 
attended so few church services. Our 
races were held on Sunday. Shame on 
me, but I have to admit that the roar of 
that 400 horsepower  

 
Continued on page 10 
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Sharon’s Message 
By Sharon West
 
Thank you Jeffrey, for your beautiful 
rendition of “God Bless America.”  We 
chose to open the service in this way for 
two reasons:  Harv was intensely patriotic, 
and we wanted to recognize the sacrifices 
that our servicemen and women make for 
our country on a daily basis.  
 
This is not a funeral.  It is a Celebration of 
Life.   I sincerely thank all of you for being 
here for Harv and me on this, the most difficult day of my life.  
 
Harvey Wheldon West, Jr., was born in St. Paul, Minnesota on 
March 27, 1935, the only child of the late Harvey and Vera 
(Madsen) West.  He is survived by myself, several cousins, my 
brother and sister-in-law, Terry and Gayle Pfeil, their two 
daughters, Piper and Taylor and their children.  
 
Harvey graduated from St. Paul Murray High School in 1953, 
and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Minnesota School of Journalism in June of 1958. One month 
later, while he was still looking for a job, Harv and I met. I was 
staying at my aunt and uncle’s home between my freshman and 
sophomore years at Hamline University working a summer job.  
Harv and his parents lived across the alley, and my aunt insisted 
that I simply “had to meet” this handsome but rather shy 
neighbor boy. I already had a boyfriend of long standing, and 
told her I wasn’t really interested.  
 
However, my aunt was relentless as a matchmaker. One 
evening, Harv was washing and polishing his dad’s car, and my 
aunt told me she was going over there and would call to me if I 
didn’t come along, so I relented, and introductions were made. 
Sharon and this shy neighbor boy talked for three solid hours, 
and made a date for the following week. I was just 18, and my 
birthday was that weekend.   
 
Harv didn’t tell me for years that he had been observing me 
through his binoculars before washing the car. Nowadays they 
would call it stalking. He called it “target evaluation.” Harv has 
said that the sunlight on my copper colored hair looked like a 
shiny new penny, and he was drawn to it like a moth to a flame.  
 
The chemistry was there from the beginning. Being neighbors, 
we had a date almost every night, especially after Harv found a 
job. We were inseparable, and have remained so since July 10, 
1958… nearly a half century ago. Harv and I were married on 
September 6, 1959 at the old Methodist Church in Owatonna.  
 
Before we met, Harv had spent six months in the Army, and five 
and a half years of service in the Minnesota Army National 
Guard followed, with Harv attaining the rank of staff sergeant.  
In 1961, Harv accepted a job at the Owatonna Tool Company.  

He retired as OTC’s marketing 
communications manager in 1997.  He was a 
past president, board member, publicity 
chairman and historian of the Automotive 
Advertisers Council, the oldest trade 
organization in the automotive aftermarket. 
The Council elected Harvey as an honorary 

lifetime member in 1998, which he 
considered the greatest honor of his 
long and rewarding professional 
career.  
 
As many of you know, Harv’s lifelong 
passion was auto racing, and a passion 
that I learned to share.  He took me to 
a race on one of our first dates, so I 
had plenty of warning.  But, I never 
thought he’d actually be driving race 

cars. A 46-year member of the Land ‘O Lakes Region of the 
Sports Car Club of America, Harv raced sports cars throughout 
the country for 30 consecutive years, winning several regional 
championships. He served as assistant regional executive and 
board member, as well as a race driving instructor. Harv 
qualified to compete at the SCCA National Championship 
Runoffs, considered the “Olympics of Amateur Sports Car 
Racing”, 17 times. In 1985 and 2007, the Land ‘O Lakes Region 
recognized him as “Race Driver of the Year.” The Brainerd 
International Raceway in Brainerd, MN is being rebuilt and the 
first turn of the new course will be named “West Bend”.  There 
will be a permanent marker at the corner for Harvey West. Also, 
a National Race will be named the “Harvey West Classic”. 
Harvey was very humbled to learn of these honors just a few 
weeks before his death.  
 
Harv also competed in the demanding Firestone Firehawk series 
of professional endurance auto races.  The highlights of these 
races were competing against Indianapolis “500” winner Parnelli 
Jones and co-driving a Pontiac Firebird with movie actor Bobby 
Carradine. Harvey also competed in auto ice racing, and was a 
past president of the International Ice Racing Association. He was 
also a published motor racing historian.  
 
Harvey was a member of the Owatonna R/C Modelers, Car Nuts 
Auto Club, Night Owls Car Club, Basso Presto Sports Car Club 
and a life member of Owatonna Elks Lodge #1395.  He was also a 
member of the Steele County Historical Society, Owatonna Arts 
Center and Steele County Humane Society. He once served as the 
local publicity chairman of United Way, and worked on the 
Owatonna Sesquicentennial project. He was a past president of the 
Tonna Bowmen Archery Club, and a past member of Toastmasters.  
 
I think you’ll agree that Harv did a lot of living in the 72 years 
that he was allotted, and that I was lucky to be along for the 
ride. Please read with me a portion of our wedding prayer from 
that day so long ago. I think it reflects the type of relationship 
and marriage we had.  
 

“Bless the sacred vows we take, 
and keep us one through all Eternity. 
Give us the strength in sorrow, want or pain,  
always steadfast to remain. 
And when clouds shall fill our skies of blue,  
help our love to see us through. 
Oh God, until we reach Life’s ebbing tide,  
may we in love and perfect peace abide.   
And when Life’s sun shall set behind the hill,  
may we go hand in hand, together still.”   
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DMVR Regional Solo – March 30, 2008 – Sandpiper Recreation Area 
Pos. Class # Driver  Car Model Color Times      Total  

1Tm as 22 David Champion 00 Honda S2000 Silver 43.697 42.325 41.632 40.857 40.267 39.509 39.509  

2 m as 113 Richard Manion Pontiac Solstice GXP Blue 50.097 44.931 44.714 45.495+1 45.888+dnf 42.973+dnf 44.714 5.205 
3  as 60 Thomas Rusk Porsche Boxter Green 47.737+dnf 35.696+dnf 51.954+dnf 69.259+dnf 45.565 47.949 45.565 0.851 

1Tm bs 173 Neal Tovsen Mazda RX8 Yellow 39.200+2 38.431+1 37.316 36.935 36.793 36.498+1 36.793 - 

1Tm bsl 37 Gretchen Austin 04 Mazda RX8 Yellow 42.541+dnf 40.931 40.322 38.470 38.746+2 38.213 38.213 - 

2 m bsl 1 Katie Lacey Mazda RX8 Yellow 42.529 40.702 39.046 39.795 38.604 38.458 38.458 - 

1Tm cs 51 Dale Bahr 07 Pontiac Sol sti Grey 39.950+1 39.636+3 39.127 39.750 39.525+2 39.902 39.127 - 

2 m cs 13 Fred Thomas Pontiac Solstice Black 56.319 43.565 42.775 42.626 44.857 42.774 42.626 3.499 

1Tm ds 71 Mike Fossum 04 Impreza WRX Red 43.824 44.134 42.538 42.646 41.856 42.668 41.856 - 

1T  fs 76 Andrew Hotopp Pontiac GTO Black 47.106 48.066 48.384 46.626 46.175 45.006 45.006 - 

1Tm gs 15 N. Rattanasamay Nissan Sentra Black 44.744+dnf 65.585+dnf 43.978 43.290 42.700 42.498 42.498 - 

2 m gs 35 Sean Tran 00 Toyota Celica Blue 45.054+1 43.906 43.464+1 43.306 42.761 43.316+1 42.761 0.263 

1Tm hs 84 Jerrid Michener Eclipse Silver 45.586+dnf 45.562 45.658 45.172 44.565 44.986 44.565 - 

1Tm bsp 17 Jeremy Boysen 05 Mitsubishi Evolution White 40.639 39.975 39.691 40.285+1 39.369 38.938 38.938 - 

2 m bsp 25 Ryan Wisnousky 78 Chev Corvette Black 49.772 49.787 44.428+1 43.465 43.161  43.161 4.223 
3  bsp 99 Cade Russell Subaru WRX Black 46.596 44.394 45.004 44.579 43.813 43.272 43.272 0.111 

1Tm csp 50 Jeff Bohn 91 Mazda Miata MX-5 Copper 45.252 46.077+1 50.442 43.413 42.655 42.787 42.655 - 

2  csp 45 Russell Graves Mazda RX7 Yellow 50.146 47.373+dnf 46.898 47.982 47.668 51.563+dnf 46.898 4.243 

1Tm esp 5 Yo Keutla 94 Ford Mustang White 42.583 40.357+4 40.175+1 40.385+1 39.947 39.685 39.685 - 

2  esp 77 Nick Hageman Eagle Talon Green 49.928 46.213 46.061 45.852 45.089 45.025 45.025 5.340 

1Tm fm 27 Ed Logan 65 Formcar Mk3 SoloVee Red/Wh 44.429+1 43.731 43.253 42.749 42.785 42.591 42.591 - 

1Tm sts 9 Ron McManus Acura Integra Red 45.536+dnf 45.402 41.421 41.046 40.752+1 40.437 40.437 - 

2 m sts 63 Justin Calles Volkswagon GTI Red 46.392 46.025 43.992 43.547+1 44.491 43.986 43.986 3.549 

1Tm stx 6 Chip Thurston 02 Subaru Wagon Maroon 41.612 41.177 40.372 40.017 39.306 41.372+1 39.306 - 

2  stx 90 Jerry Logsdon BMW M3 97 Silver 43.789+dnf 40.692 40.536+dnf 40.329+dnf 40.152+dnf 40.663 40.663 3.323 

1Tm stu 29 Matt Curtis Mitsubishi EVO Silver 50.746 64.258 48.141 46.270 43.724 43.400 43.400 - 

1Tm sm 72 Chris Bohn 88 BMW 325 Blue 40.691+1 40.364+1 39.131+1 39.561 39.310 39.019 39.019 - 

2Tm sm 55 Loi Tran 97 Subaru Impreza White 56.093+4 40.813 40.708+1 40.493+1 48.549+2 40.517+1 40.813 1.794 
3 m sm 21 Patrick Thull 02 Honda Civic Red 45.726+3 43.982+1 41.697 41.722+1 41.214 40.645+1 41.214 0.401 
4 m sm 12 Gabe Bauman 98 Honda Civic Red 58.875 42.661 41.587 41.688 41.299 41.326 41.299 0.085 
5  sm 68 Rhett Farnum 95 VW Golf Blackish 50.645 51.157 48.995 48.110 47.186 48.216 47.186 5.887 

1T  sm2 47 Luke Wilwert Mazda Miata Blue 55.189+dnf 42.512 42.480 40.694 41.142  40.694 - 

2 m sm2 11 Mark Hayes 94 Chev Corvette Red 45.165 43.940 43.846 43.240 43.094 42.465 42.465 1.771 

1Tm stas 92 John Haluska 04 Honda S2000 Silver 65.503+dnf 41.615 40.621 40.159 40.128 39.652 33.228 - 

2 m sths 23 K. Chandrasekharan 07 Ford Focus Silver 64.664+dnf 51.829+dnf 44.191 44.478 44.710+2 43.939 34.667 1.439 

1Tm probs 73 Ivan Austin 04 Mazda RX8 Yellow 38.729+1 37.663 37.247 36.864+1 37.039+1 36.962+1 30.840 - 

2Tm prostx 52 Aaron Breitbach 03 Subaru Impreza WRX Blue 39.428 39.173 38.257 39.832 39.948+dnf 38.588+1 30.911 0.071 
3 m probs 42 Mike Bronson 05 Mazda RX-8 Red 41.214 40.056+1 39.552 39.081 39.659 38.236 31.659 0.748 
4 m prosts2 31 Chris Bienert Mazda Miata White 41.399+1 41.484 43.966+dnf 39.621 40.125+1 40.361+1 31.934 - 
5 m probs 26 Aaron Lehmer Mazda RX8 Black 48.612+dnf 42.640 41.820+dnf 42.054 41.560 40.882 33.850 2.191 

1Tm vfp 69 Ron Foote 69 MGB Red 50.281 48.668 48.510 48.422 48.185 48.159 41.802 - 

1T  novcsp 14 Brandin Shearer Mazda RX7 Turbo II Black 54.766 65.585+dnf 45.012+dnf 44.043 51.302 43.061 36.386 - 

2  novgs 100 Nick Rahm Volkswagon GTI 89 Green 54.965 50.462 49.453 49.088 46.787 46.101 37.019 0.633 
Top Times of Day:  Raw Time – 36.793, Neal Tovsen, #173 BS;  Pax 30.464, Neal Tovsen, #173 BS   See DMVR Web site for details on PAX/RTP results – www.dmvrscca.org 
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 By Harlan Donaldson 

 

 
 
As this is written, it's the middle of March and the only two 
reports I've gotten of race activity are from Ken De Nault, and 
Chuck Hemmingson. Both raced at Sebring, in different venues, 
and neither was particularly happy with the results. But, they've 
been racing!  
 
For the rest of us the local season began at the Memphis School 
/ Regional on March 15-16 and the Regional / National / IT 
Tour on March 29-30 at GIR, and continues through October.  
 
Results from the Drivers Meeting: 
 

·  Somebody won the 500.   
·  The blizzard we got that day is finally almost melted. 
·  Dave Volante's chili took the top honors. 
 
Thanks Dave, Fred Bell, and Jarrod Igou for bringing chili.  The 
3 pots were sufficient for the sparse turnout. The report from 
Ken De Nault was that the roads around Cedar Falls were just 
plain closed that morning.  
 
Nothing really earth shattering in the new rules discussion. 
Further tweaks in SM, compliance fee added.  And, this wasn't 
answered at meeting time, but National license fees went up $10 
for 2008.  The subsequent answer that I got from Topeka was 

price vs. service (i.e. that more effort goes into National than 
into Regional racing, thus the now difference).  
 
Thanks go out to Ken De Nault for his recent donation to the 
club. An excerpt from Ken's letter:  "DMVR has been most kind 
to me and my now departed friend and companion Buck… 
Please accept the enclosed…".  Ken’s $250 donation was 
presented to the DMVR Board at the March BoD meeting.  
Thank you Ken.   
 
Other racing related news:  Jim Woodsmall and company 
(SugarGroveCCars@aol.com) just purchased the manufacturing 
rights to the Mystique FST car, and we are going to have race 
car manufacturing right here in “Ioowa”. They are taking the 
M5 to Savannah at the end of March for the 45th FV 
anniversary. Check out their press release in Drifting.   
 
Entry forms for MVRG's first race of the year on April 26-27th 
should be out on DLB online registration – drivers and workers!  
And we now have a trio to Chair the RR at the end of May – 
thanks Stan Cisar, Frank Safranek, and Jim Stoddard.  
 
Harlan  

 
 

 

 
Harlan Donaldson, Race Chair 
Des Moines Valley Region, SCCA 
 
Dear Harlan,  
 
I was overwhelmed at being selected Driver of the Year for 2007 by the drivers of the  
Des Moines Valley Region. To be so honored by ones fellow competitors is gratifying and humbling. 
The Des Moines Valley Region has been most kind to me and my now departed friend and 
companion Buck. I feel guilty in not being closer to Des Moines and able to contribute more to the 
club. Please accept the enclosed donation for use by the Des Moines Valley Region as they see fit.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
Kenneth J. De Nault, PhD, R.P.G. 

 

 

6 



Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC. 
1206 Sugar Grove Avenue, Dallas Center, IA 50063 
www.sugargrovecars.com 
Contact: Jim Woodsmall 
Office: 515-992-4142; Cell: 515-779-4038 
jim@sugargrovecars.com 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC. is Proud to Announce  
the Acquisition of Mystique Racing 
 
Dallas Center, IA February 21, 2008 – Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC., located in Dallas Center, Iowa has acquired the assets of 
Mystique Racing, located in Northern California. Mystique Racing is the owner of the designs and tooling that is used to produce the 
M-5 Formula First Race Car. In March, the Company assets will be moved to Iowa where, after further development, the car will be 
offered for sale as either a constructor kit or as a complete car. 
 
Mystique Racing will be competing with the factory prototype M-5 in FormulaCar Magazine’s 2008 Formula First Challenge Cup 
Series. This series will consist of ten races held over five different weekends at some of America’s finest road racing tracks. The first 
race weekend will be held April 4-6th at Roebling Road Raceway, located near Savannah, Georgia. Two Challenge Cup races will be 
held as part of the 45th Formula Vee Birthday Party. The new owner of Mystique Racing, Jim Woodsmall, feels that the Formula Vee 
Birthday Party will be a great place to showcase the beautiful design and construction of the Mystique M-5, “We are very excited to 
be participating in such a historic event as the Formula Vee Birthday Party. We feel that the Formula First class is the most exciting 
new formula car class to come along in some time; its unique combination of affordability, performance, and close racing will make it 
one of the fastest growing formula car classes available.” 
 
Future Mystique M-5’s will be built at the Sugar Grove Custom Car facilities located in Dallas Center, Iowa. Continued product 
development will lead to a production car; scheduled to be available for retail sale by late 2008. 
 
Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC. primarily designs, builds and sells various high quality and unique motor vehicles including custom, 
race and kit cars. Examples of Company projects can be seen at www.sugargrovecars.com. For additional information, contact Jim 
Woodsmall, Owner of Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC., at 515-779-4038, or jim@sugargrovecars.com. 
 
 

 

 

FROM THE DRIVER’S SEAT 
 
Greetings Race Fans!  
from Ken De Nault 
 
The 2008 Season is underway. I am a little abashed to report on the DMVR Banquet. Harlan, the Race Chair, presented me 
with my chair for winning the Division Championship. He then had me stay and gave some kind words about Buck. Then he 
announced that I had been voted Driver of the Year for 2007. I was flabbergasted. Only drivers vote for this award. It is quite 
an honor to be so recognized. I was voted Driver of the Year in 2004 and I never imagined I would win this award twice 
(much less once). Somehow racing two weeks after a heart stent implant and coming in first at four different tracks was 
notable. In any case, I am overwhelmed. 
 
On to racing. The season started in Sebring, Florida. Now Florida is noted for orange trees, sun, beaches, and bikinis. Well, it 
was 21 degrees at 8:30 AM on test day. New all time lows were set all over the state. It was cold! Fortunately, it warmed into 
the 70s by race day. We had a huge field, 62 cars. I did not qualify well – midpack overall and seventh in the formula Mazdas. 
I got a good start and moved into fourth on the first lap, but was repassed and moved back to fifth. There was a lot of carnage 
and a full-course yellow was put out. On the restart, I got back to fourth and held that position for several laps. I caught a lot 
of back markers (slower cars that are being lapped). The back markers were both fun and frustrating. I managed to move into 
third by assiduously using the traffic. All was going well until I got hit from behind and spun.  When I got the old girl back on 
the track I was back in twelfth place. I managed to move back to seventh and had 4, 5, and 6 in my sights when the checkered 
flag came out. So, not a great start but it was a good race. 
 
No racing now until March. I plan on racing at Virginia International Raceway in April. This is a beautiful course  
and the grand daughters are coming to cheer on grandpa. 
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION / PROGRAMS! 

 
 
DMVR, Midwest Division and SCCA understand the value of 
our volunteer race officials and their contributions to our club 
racing program. A number of new programs and incentives have 
been introduced over the last year or two to help with recruiting 
efforts and to show appreciation to those volunteers – from 
MiDiv’s AwardWear rewards, to SCCA’s new membership 
discounts and referral credits.  
 

The programs geared toward volunteers can be used in 
conjunction with other SCCA programs as well, such as the new 
Weekend Membership (see article on pg 9) and the new SCCA 
member referral program.  Be sure to include your name and 
info as you talk to potential new members… they can contact 
you with any questions, and when they include your referral info 
as they join you’ll receive credit.  
 

So talk to your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and bring them out 
to join in the fun. It’s easy. It’s fun. And now more affordable!  
 

NEW CLUB RACING VOLUNTEER MEMBERSHIP   
For new volunteers who come out and volunteer at a SCCA club 
racing event (not a SCCA member in past 18 months): 
·  The first weekend is free! 
·  $30 first year membership rate! 

Includes both SCCA national dues ($25) and local Region 
dues ($5). Just obtain the Specialty Chief’s signature for days 
worked the first weekend and submit to National Office with 
New Volunteer Membership Application. Or submit the  
application and $30 at Registration at the event.  

·  Renew for 2nd and 3rd year at $30 rate by working 4 days / year! 
 

ESTABLISHED VOLUNTEER INCENTIVE   
Provides membership dues discounts and recognition based on 
participation days: 
·  Four days – $15 membership discount 
·  Six days – $22 membership discount  
·  Eight days – $30 membership discount  
·  Twelve or more – $30 discount, recognition in SportsCar & 

special ID card 

Only participation at SCCA Club racing sanctioned events 
qualifies. Effective January 1, 2008.  

Sign-off by an event official not needed – volunteer will self-
certify their participation info.  Some regions have asked for 
ability to submit participation info for their members. More 
details to follow on online and hardcopy procedures. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REFERRAL  – Provides membership 
discounts for both the existing member who recruits new 
members as well as the new member.  

·  New member - $15 discount (individual) 
·  Existing member - $5 credit toward 

membership for each member referred 

No limit; no refund of unused credits, may 
transfer credits to spouse’s membership. 

HOW IT CAN WORK…  
 

Example 1: 
·  Existing SCCA race official recruits a new volunteer who 

participates in their first club racing weekend. 
 

·  The existing member receives $5 referral credit toward their 
membership dues, in addition to discounts earned for event 
days worked.  

 

·  The new volunteer’s first weekend is free.  
 

·  New volunteer then submits application for regular 
membership at $30 rate, plus receives $15 referral credit as 
new member.   

 

Example 2: 
·  DMVR/SCCA member brings a non-member friend out to 

participate at a local Solo event.  
 

·  The friend’s entry includes their first weekend membership, 
plus gives them a $15 discount coupon good toward 
becoming a regular member. (Up to 2 coupons can be used; 
within 60 days of issuance.) 

 

·  The “weekend member” is also then recruited as a volunteer 
for a local club racing event later that month. 

 

·  As a new volunteer the first club racing weekend is free; and 
they can then apply as a regular member at $30 rate.  

 

·  And even better, both programs can be used in conjunction, 
giving them an even better initial rate as a regular member.   

 

MIDIV RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
Midwest Division began a new program in 2007 to help recruit 
new volunteers as well as recognize and reward participation by 
volunteer race officials at our events.  
 

Initially called the MiDiv Recruitment and Retention Program, a 
new name is now being sought. Check out the details at 
www.midiv.org, submit your ideas and you could win $100.  
 

Part of the program is the AwardWear recognition incentive. 
Volunteers earn points for event days worked and can apply 
those toward selected AwardWear clothing items that include 
embroidery of the MiDiv logo along with their name and 
specialty info. And new for 2008 is addition of recruitment 
points.  

 

OTHER LOCAL INCENTIVES  
Most events provide other perks and rewards for volunteers at 
their locally sponsored events, including give-aways / trinkets 
for all volunteers, discount lunch coupons or providing lunch for 
workers, Saturday night dinner and beverages, door prizes, free 
camping or local host accommodations, etc.   
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WEEKEND MEMBERSHIPS 
 

SCCA now requires that any competitor or competing team at any event, any passenger in a Solo, RallyCross or PDX/Time Trial competition 
car, or anyone in a “hot” area at Club Racing or PDX/Time Trial events be a member of SCCA. This includes the two categories:  

·  “Regular” members (individual, spouse, family, First Gear, or military); and   
·  “Weekend” members (new to Rally/Solo). 

 
“Why?” you might ask. While we often tend to focus on our events and how to make them successful, membership is a core 
component of our club. To quote the SCCA bylaws, our events are “for the instruction and enjoyment of its members”.  Members not 
only provide the core of our event participation ranks, but perhaps more importantly they are potential Club leaders for the future.  
 
The “why” also includes another practical reason of protecting our Club and its activities by providing significant insurance coverage 
for all entrants in SCCA Rally and Solo events. The concept of membership, even one of short duration, begins to establish the 
mindset of belonging that is such an important part of every SCCA event. 
 
WEEKEND MEMBERSHIP   
Provides temporary membership for those who are not yet SCCA members who want to participate in SCCA events. 
·  $15 for all events except Road Rally.  (Included as part of non-member entry fee at DMVR Solo events.) 

No limit to number of Weekend Memberships purchased.  Regions are charged $5 by SCCA for each Weekend Membership form 
issued (waived for passengers at Solo and RallyCross events who are not entered in the event as a driver). 

·  Road Rally - $15 for one participant (driver or navigator is not an annual member); $20 for two participants (both driver and 
navigator are not annual members). 

·  Provides $15 membership discount toward Regular (annual) SCCA membership. 

Submit application for Regular (annual) membership along with Weekend Membership form for $15 discount off national SCCA dues.  
Joining online… New member uses the Weekend Membership form Serial number (upper right corner) as the promotional discount code.  

Maximum of 2 discounts/coupons ($30 total) can be applied to any type of annual membership, up to the full price of membership). 
Discounts/coupons must be used within 60 days of issuance. 
 
Weekend Membership can also be used in conjunction with other programs, such as the New Club Racing Volunteer Membership and 
Membership Referral programs.  See example in Volunteer Appreciation / Programs article on pg 8. 
 

 
  

 

RING IN SPRING  
Regional / National / IT Tour Event 
hosted by Missouri Valley Race Group 
 
April 26-27, 2008 
at Mid-America Motorplex 
 
 
Entry forms, schedule and other details available on DMVR Web site, www.dmvrscca.org. 
 
ONLINE REGISTRATION OPEN – DRIVERS AND WORKERS!  
See www.dlbracing.com; club = Missouri Valley Race Group.  
 
FRIDAY NIGHT IN MIATAVILLE! 
Welcome party, dinner & refreshments in the paddock Friday evening.  
Everyone welcome!  Join us and help kick off the weekend! 
 
SPRING CLEANING?   
Clean out your closet & help spread the racing spirit. Bring your excess racing t-shirts, hats,  
memorabilia to MVRG’s RNI event at MAM April 26-27th. Drop-off  site at Registration. Good  
condition only please. Contributions will go to local youth/family shelters.   
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HARVEY WEST
Continued from page 3 
 

engine and the Mustang’s 140 mile-per-hour speeds 
sometimes stimulated me more than a droning sermon.  

 

·  I was blessed with an inquiring mind, which led me early in 
life into the world of books. The countless hours I spent 
reading of many topics ranging from military history, to 
world history, automotive history and a myriad of other 
subjects broadened my outlook on life. Unfortunately, I 
wasn’t blessed with the abundant musical talent of the West 
family, but I did inherit their love of classical music, which I 
listened to daily. Also, the great trips Sharon and I took to 
many corners of the world gave us priceless experiences and 
memories to share.  

 
When all of these blessings are considered, I 
think that the many, many years of health and 
happiness I was given far outweigh the 
difficulties of recent months. I can only hope 
and pray that this horrible disease will 
someday be curable, so that others can be 
spared its miseries.   

 
Harv closed his comments that his memorial service will be “a 
celebration of my life, not a funeral… a beginning, not an end. 
Join us at the Owatonna Elks Club after this service. There will 
be an open bar for the free beverage of your choice… Have one 
on Harv. Let’s party!”  
 
Editors Note: The West family received word that one of the 
turns at Brainerd International Raceway’s new 2.5-mile 
“competition course” will be named “The West Bend” and will 
have a permanent marker set in the turn. SCCA Land O’ Lakes 
Region also announced that a future National race will be 
named the “Harvey West Classic.” Harv was humbled to hear 
this news just before his death. 
 
If you’d like to view the services for Harvey, visit 
http://www.michaelsonfuneral.com/obituaries/detail.asp?id=9# 
and click on “View Service” at the bottom of the obituary. 
 
 

 

DMVR April Solo Points Event   
 
 
WHEN:  Sunday, April 13, 2008  
 
WHERE:  Adventureland, Altoona IA 
 
SCHEDULE:   

�  8:30am – 10:00am - Tech Inspection  

�  8:30am – 10:00am - Registration  

�  10:15am – Novice Course Walk 

�  10:30am – MANDATORY Drivers Meeting 

�  11:00am – First Car On Course 

 
NOTE: All drivers must attend the Drivers Meeting or will not be allowed to run! 
 
 
ENTRY FEES: $20 – Regular Members; $30 – Non-Members* 
                          *Entry fee includes Weekend Membership. 
 
EVENT CHAIR: 
 
PRE-REGISTRATION: Online registration link on DMVR home page at www.dmvrscca.org. 
Please pre-register and help the event run more smoothly.  
 
FOR MORE INFO:  
Visit DMVR’s Web site at www.dmvrscca.org or contact 
John Jacobs – (515) 758-3911, jsjacobs7@uswest.net 
Dave Champion – (515) 770-1127, dave@dchamp.net 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
by Ralph Johnson, DMVR Membership Director 
 
NEW / RENEW* MEMBERS: 
 

Arnold, Marilyn* 
3011 East 25th St. 
Des Moines, IA  50317-3615 
515-263-0674 
 

Boysen, Jeremy 
2408 – 48th St. 
Des Moines, IA  50310-2516 
515-745-0396 
jboysen@gmail.com 
 

Chandrasekharan, Kaushik 
301 Northwest 8th St. 
Grimes, IA 50111-4706 
chandrasekharan.kaushik@principal.com 
 

Hedzic, Ajdin 
605 Northwest Beechwood St. 
Ankeny, IA  50021-1337 
515-963-8861 
ahedzic@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Keutla, Prakeye Yo 
4019 – 47th St. 
Des Moines, IA  50310-2810 
515-720-8772 
refried5_o@yahoo.com 
 

Logan, Bonnie 
416 – 6th St. 
Boone, IA  50036-2605 
 

Powell, Charles E. III 
1219 West 15th St. South 
Newton, IA  50208-4336 
740-525-2925 
Powell_ce@wvwc.edu 
 

Rattanasamay, Nealand Andrew 
2531 Sampson St. 
Des Moines, IA  50316-1856 
515-265-2917 
nealandratt@gmail.com 
 

Siembieda, Anthony Phillip 
445 Northview Dr. 
Waukee, IA  50263-9799 
515-987-3309 
tsiembieda@fngi.net 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
 

Krause, Wes 
HC3 Box 954 
Tucson, AZ  85739 
520-664-7231 (C) 
Wythot777@msn.com 
H:  24988 South Butterfly Lane 
Tucson, AZ  85739 
 

Lucas, Sarah A. 
1003 Southeast 3rd St. 
Ankeny, IA  50021 
515-664-1398 
ALASKASALSNOW@yahoo.com 
 
CHANGE OF PHONE #: 
 

Trier, Michael 
660-947-7010 
 
 
 
 

BULLETIN BOARD 
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��� �  
FOR SALE!  
2006 Lotus Elise- canyon red, black 
leather. 5900 miles. All options including 
hardtop and LSD, sport and touring 
packages. Excellent condition. Get ready 
for spring!  $37,500.  Stu Lehr, 
sklehr@gmail.com or 515-208-1121. 
 

��� �  
 
FOR SALE!  
Pit Cart. Has bottom 
racks for nitrogen 
bottles. $800. Call 
Chuck Hemmingson 
515-226-0992 (shop).  
 

 

��� �  
FOR SALE! 
’71 Spitfire. Clean; 
garaged. Call TJ, 
515-202-2486.  
 

��� �  
WANTED! 
Pictures and memorabilia 
showing DMVR’s history / 
members for 50th Anniversary 
celebration. Contact Nancy at 
nlpratt@netscape.com.  
 
 

�  
OPPORTUNITY!  
DMVR is looking for someone 
to help with layout/design for 
our Drifting newsletter. Contact 
RE Nancy Pratt at 
nlpratt@netscape.com.  

��� �  
YOUR POST HERE! 
Have an ad or 
announcement you’d 
like to post? Send info 
to Monica at 
mjrjshaw@msn.com. 
No commercial ads 
please. 



 
313 59th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

    
 EVENT REGION/SPONSOR LOCATION 
APRIL 
12-13 REGIONAL/NATIONAL/IT Ark Valley Race Group Hallett Motor Racing Circuit 
13 REGIONAL SOLO Des Moines Valley Region Adventureland Park 
13 SOLO Nebraska Region Lincoln Air Park, Lincoln NE 
15 BOD MEETING Des Moines Valley Region Iowa Machine Shed, Urbandale IA 
16 PDX (3pm-dark) St Louis Region Gateway International Raceway 
19-20 MIDIV SOLO SERIES Kansas City Region Truman Sports Complex, KC 
26-27 REGIONAL/NATIONAL/IT Missouri Valley Race Group Mid-America Motorplex, Glenwood 
MAY   
4 SOLO POINTS EVENT #2 Iowa Region Waterloo Greyhound Park 
6 MEMBERSHIP MEETING Des Moines Valley Region Noah’s Restaurant, Des Moines 
7 PDX (3pm-dark) St Louis Region Gateway International Raceway 
11 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY   
18 REGIONAL SOLO Des Moines Valley Region City Parking, MLK/11th, Des Moines 
18 SOLO Nebraska Region Mid-America Center, Council Bluffs 
18 SOLO POINTS EVENT #3 Iowa Region Waterloo Greyhound Park 
20 BOD MEETING Des Moines Valley Region Iowa Machine Shed, Urbandale IA 
21 PDX (3pm-dark) St Louis Region Gateway International Raceway 
24-26 DBL NATIONAL/ DBL IT TOUR Mid-South Region Memphis Motor Sports Park, Memphis 
24 PDX (full day) St Louis Region Gateway International Raceway 
25-26 MIDIV SOLO SERIES St Louis Region Gateway International Raceway 

 



 


